CLUB HOLIDAY IN LIBEREC (CZE)

2-10 JANUARY 2011

As previously announced, the LRNSC Club holiday for 2011 will be in Liberec, Czech Republic, embracing the Jizerska Padesatka series of races, over the period Sunday 2 January to Monday 10 January 2011.  Liberec was the site of the 2009 Nordic World Ski Championships and is at the foot of the Jizera Mountains, which straddle the Czech/German/Polish borders. You will be pleased to know that we will not be using the World Championship courses, our races (for those who wish to do them) taking place at Bedrichov, at a higher altitude than Liberec itself and therefore more snow-sure.

 We are now in a position to provide full details and costings.

Travel

Individuals will be responsible for making their own travel arrangements to Prague and return.   We will meet at Prague airport  at 15.00 (3 pm) on Sunday 2 January 2011 and will travel on to Liberec by charter coach, arriving at around 17.30 (5.30 pm).

British Airways fly a regular daily schedule to Prague, as do Czech Airlines and Lufthansa (but with a change at a German airport).  The most convenient flights might be:

BA  854 Outbound  LHR 11.05 return from PRG at 18.20 on the Monday

LH 2483 departing LHR 07.15 with return from Prague at 16.15

Both of these are currently selling seats at £160.00 - £180.00.  Easyjet also fly to Prague from Stansted at a cost of only £60, which does not include luggage and again leaving at 07.05.

Accommodation

15 double and 10 single rooms have been booked at the Hotel Liberec in the centre of the city.  All rooms have been recently re-furbished – to a slightly unusual decorative pattern – and are spacious with en suite facilities.  We will have our own dining room for the group and waxing facilities and WiFi in the hotel.  Room prices are:

Single:

CZK 1030 pd  

Double:
CZK 1650 pd   

Dinner:
CZK 180 pd

Half board for eight days, using the current exchange rate of CZK 28.50 = £1.00, which may fluctuate up or down between now and January, will therefore be (per person):

Single:

£ 339.65

Double:
£ 282.10

It is also possible to have a triple room, if there are three who want to share, for a total of only £247.00 per head.

Each individual will be responsible for paying his/her own bill for accommodation, meals, drinks and any extras to the hotel before departure.

Deposit

A non-refundable deposit of £110.00 is now required to book your place on the holiday.  This deposit will cover the costs of coaching (we have again secured the services of our two excellent coaches, Peter Moysey and Soren Milas, for the whole period); coach transport from Prague airport to the hotel and return; daily coach transport from the hotel to the tracks at Bedrichov and return; tips to the coach driver(s); and any waxes bought for communal use- or “borrowed” from our long suffering coaches!

Total Costs

The total cost of the 8-day trip, including coaching, will therefore work out at:

Air flight


say
£ 160.00

Accommodation:

say
£ 282.10

Incidentals 



£ 110.00

TOTAL

approx

£ 550.00

For anybody who is not currently an existing LRNSC member, add £15.00 for Club membership.

If you don’t think that is remarkable value for money, just compare it with the prices in the commercial winter holiday brochures!

Races

We want to emphasise that the holiday is open to all Club members, whatever your previous levels of experience or skill – beginners are welcome!  The less experienced will be helped by the coaches and by the other more experienced members of the party.  There will be the opportunity for all members of the group to take part in the Jizerska Padesatka (Jizerska 50) series of races towards the end of the week, although this is entirely a matter of choice.  The terrain over which the races are run is continually undulating, with some long climbs.  The land is more Scandinavian than Alpine in character and the race tracks largely follow summer forest roads and paths.   The available races are:

Friday 7 January

30 km Free (Skating)Technique 

Sunday 9 January

50 km Classical Technique





25 km Classical Technique

The 50 km race counts towards the Worldloppet Gold Medal series, whilst the 25 km and 30 km races count towards the Silver Medal.

I have done all the races several times and enjoyed them all. The Race Office have asked me to coordinate the race entries before the end of August in order to get the same price as last year.  If you wish to take advantage of this offer, please let me have your name, date of birth, Worldloppet Passport number (if any) and add the cost of entry to your deposit, i.e.  50 km  CZK 900 (£31.60); 25 km CZK 700 (£24.60); 30 km CZK 500 (£17.60).  

Availability of places

Last season’s trip to Ramsau (AUT) was an outstanding success and we expect this trip to be equally as well received.  40 bed spaces have been booked and already more than 35 members have indicated an interest in coming on the trip. We are in any case limited to 40 people, firstly because of seating capacity on the coach and secondly to ensure that our coaching expertise is not spread too thinly.  Places will be allocated strictly on a “first come, first served” basis on receipt of your £110.00 deposits.  The moral is:  get your money on the table and reserve your place now, whilst there is still space available.

Deadline

Final confirmation of our booking numbers must be made to the hotel by 31 August, or we lose the rooms.  To give us a couple of days to coordinate the bookings, we must therefore ask you to book with us by 15 August.  After that date, no more bookings will be taken.

Cost of Living

One last piece of news which might be of help:  drinks are very reasonable, as is food.  As an example, Paddy and I tested Nova Louka, which is a very convenient lunch stop, for an evening meal.  2 large beers, 2 large white wines, 2 venison schnitzels, chips and salad (with very large portions) plus coffee for two came to less than £20.  You can’t afford not to come!

Hilary Field

